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Lakeshore Advance — THEDFORD- For the first time in the 11 years since Dudley
George was killed at Ipperwash provincial park, the neighbouring home owners spoke
publically with recommendations to combat future violence.

At this public meeting , pegged "An evening with the Commissioner” Ipperwash Inquiry
judge Sydney Linden was attempting to give the local residents a chance to voice their
opinion, and they did.

Mary-Lou LaPratte has lived in the Ipperwash area for 17 years. Her suggestions began
with ‘rule of law’ being observed. That became an entire theme for the people in the
audience, including former Forest mayor and present Lambton Shores counciller Gord
Minielly who said there are two laws here just as there are in the land struggles of
Caledonia.

Jean Potthoff said the police asked her to evacuate in 1995, for her own safety. She said
she thought the OPP did the best they could, under the circumstances but she said if
‘they” did some of these criminal acts, they would be arrested in a second.

In her recommendations LaPratt said » The law of the land must be upheld irregardless
of the ethnic background of the perpetrator. *The OPP must enforce the law as per the
Palice Act, without political interference and must never under any circumstances desert
a whole community leaving the citizens to their own devices to protect their homes and
families. » There should be legislation in place to compensate third parties for their
losses if a land dispute turns violent and causes financial hardship, loss of real estate
value or emotional trauma. =All who will be primarily affected by the land dispute should
be afforded concise, accurate information regarding what is being done at both
government levels to resolve the dispute and what it is expected of the Municipality if the
lands revert to Reserve Status. *Negotiations should not continue, if violence erupts, or
barricades and blockades prevent the normal flow of traffic especially on public
highways. *Court orders regarding the occupation by the deeded owner must be upheld.
This will prevent frivolous land claims from harming the business, residential or financial
interests of the existing owner until the land is proven otherwise.

It is time for Native occupiers who willingly damage Hydro service, water service, or the
land they are occupying to be made financially responsible for the repairs, not the
innocent taxpayer.

«Land claims must be dealt with as quickly as possible to avert a violent eruption.

‘| have listened to all of the seminars, and am most aggrieved that all the work in the last
ten years among the governments, OPP and the Natives was of no help in the
Caledonia dispute. Violence must not be tolerated. It only serves to leave the area in
question paralyzed by fear and a sense of hopelessness. It will take years to recover on
both sides.






