Former army camp call

Some Gratton subdivision
and_Porl Frank s _residents
gathered in Bosanquet council
chambers March 4 10 discuss
{heir disconient with the ongo-
ing issues surrounding natives
in the Ipperwash arca. An
overflowing assembly blamed
the police and the government
for their distress.

“They can't solve the prob-
lem because they are the prob-
Ién1, Wc have no security,”
said onc of the many residents
who asked not 10 be named,
The delegation refused to be
identified for their own protec-

tion. They all reported inci-

dems” where their homes of
néighbor's homes were van-

dalized and trashed and said
the OPP were standing h}.r
“Just watching the break-mns.

Thev Wwere all in agreement
that the tracks from the holrig\
JEM the Ipperwash beach
and then Lo the army camp.

Cnunulnr:rr Dravid Pueh told of
a home thal has been broken

mmT}ur tumes m the I COu-
ple weeks. The third time
doars an_d windows were
smaszhe urnilure was

lﬂdﬂemnm for

later pich
“We are paying for protec-

tion and not getling it.” said
Pugh.

—

Another resident said she
was afraid for her children.
“We are wld to stay in, stay
out of sight. move out. We call
the police and they don’t
come. Why are these people
just getting a slap on the wrisl
while we live in terror?”
Another mother agreed saying
that her kids can’t do normal
play things. “They have to be
walched every minute and one
dav a person was watching
them through the back bush. |
wanl security for my kids at
their own home.”

Pugh said that He has been
informed that this is no longer
a police issue but a govern-
ment issue. "now that all the
natives are oul of the park.”
He said that the government,
and the criminal investigators
are under the assumption that
everything is back to normal
and that therg will be no more
native problems.

The council lzamed about
major problems dating back 1o
the Seplember 6 shooting of
Dudley George. Council told
the" residenis that although

they asked for OPP assistance

to escort the people out of

thefr homes to safety, the

assistance was denied,
“The police are denying the

evacuation, but it was them

who initated 1,7 said
ministrator illiams.
ATERD T af Il was sim-

pler for the younger ones 1o
hop in their cars and  escape™
but there werc manv seniors
who found this assignment
difficult. "They can't go
through this again.” she said.

Councilors said they have
been negotiating plans since
last fall so there isn't a repeat
performance this spring. They
have asked for policies from
the government and have been
given nothing.

“How can we protect our
people? he asked adding that
they wanl answers. and 10
know exactlv what the govern-
ment plans for the security of
the community,

Many people did not know
of the shooting or that any-
thing had occurred until the
following morning. Others
were unnecessarily alarmed. [t
was learned that the Grand
Bend detachment  called
tourist park owners with the
request for names and num-
bers of residents. The resi-
dents were then awakened and
frichtened with the news of
the shooting as a preliminary
warning of fulure events.

“I‘wish those names were
not given,” said the property

L

ed 'sanctuary for criminals
L olesiore. Adodqﬂu. Mo She

b 1G9¢e
owner. The problem was not at
pur location. It was gquiet
there. People were frightened
from one o' clock in the morn-
ing until the next day. The
palice really botched that one.
I could have sent 25 families
back to bed.” He added that
many of the break-ins were
nol native related and stated,
“let’s just calch them, whoever

they are.”
“1 don’t care what colour
they are,” said Pugh. ™ The

military camp is a sanctuary
for criminals. The police are
not going in, they just stand at
the zate looking in”

A resident said that there is a
lot of politics being played.
“The OPP are playing a wail
and see game, wailing to see
what the politicians will do
next.”

Mayor Fred Thomas said the
federal government could not
see any problems.

“They have no time and no
money for you people.” The
mavor added that if the mili-
tary camp was returned to the
natives, many problems would
be solved. He voiced his con-
cern that this would not be
done before the fast approach-
ing May 24 weekend.

“We are in a war zone and
continued on page 6
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Ipperwash area troubles

continued from page 3

this is not normal,” said a resi-
dent, “Communications are
non existent.” Many ratepay-
ers said the RCMP should be
brought in to take care of the
problems. Others viewed the
problems as not just “them”
being afraid of the “so called
Indians.”

Thomas said that they will
demand a plan from the gov-
ernment. “They are comfort-
able wilth what's happening
here.” he said with a member
of the group declaring that of
course they are comfortable,
“they don’t live here,”

A motion was passed to have
all the political and OPP rep-
resentatives al a meeting, The
motion said that if the people
would not meet in Bosanguet,
they would travel to see them.

Williams said that it is best
for them (o approach the
province because the feds
were nol going 10 do anything,

“They are obviously not for
the taxpayers,” said Williams,
“But they are for the natives.”
The motion was passed bul
not before a resident said,
“surely we can resolve these
issues without shooting each
other.”
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