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Our opinion

Police must =«
enforce laws

It's going to be another long
gummer for residents of West
Ipperwash Beach.

The owners of the approxi-
mately 140 residences sand-
wiched between Ipperwash
Provineial Park and the Kettle
and Stony Point Reserve com-

plained ‘of almost constant. ..

harassment last summer from
natives,

This past Victoria Day week-
end the situation reared its
ugly head again, like a recur-
ring nightmare for residents,
many of whom have lived
along the beach for decades.

The problems stem from the

- fact the Kettle and Stony Point

Band lays claim to the water-
front property. They are ques-
tioning the legality of an
agreement signed more than
60 years ago in which the land
was sold to the federal govern-
ment at the band’s request.

In 1992 the band filed a land
claim, and that’s when the
trouble started for the land-
owners.

It's a difficult s1tuat1cm
deed. The trouble appears tﬂ
be the work of a few hotheads
who are engaged in a cam-
paign of harassment. Resi-

derﬂ_ﬁfnﬁw
cli eir ; bangin
ening them on each.
Th&vast majority of the na-
tives: at Kettle Point are law-
abiding people who want no
part-of* the intimidation and
harassment that's going on at

the beach. But unfortunately,
thev're. all being tarred with

the same brush.

It's up to the police to enforce
the Taw along that beach area
S0 reEn , Who wful
deeds o their pro les, can
feel safe. ess of any
land claim, natives must obey
the law. Theys cannotbe

There are other problems in
the area of Ipperwash Provin-
cial: Park, where natives who
claim to be a separate group
from the band at Kettle Point
are getling involved in con-
frontatﬁﬁ:ﬁ'fh‘fa"ﬁfl'g;ﬂ; :];hu _
are wanaan_?g onto at
is Elartmm—lpperwash
m

Hﬂp‘“l"ﬁl‘l?.‘fhe federal gov-
ernment and native leaders
will soon get involved in mean-
ingful negotiations- so the
camp can be returned to its
rightful owners and a 50-year-
old wuund can be allowed to
heal.

Ukl ton, omeper, cogler
heads must prevail, and the
police Tiust become a stronger |
presénce in the area and lay
charges whenever warranted.

The ~situation cannot con-
tinue, ip_which parents are
afraid to bring their children
to that area of poten- .
tial - co tations' with “na-=-
tives. who choose to take the:
law into theiF own hands. =~ 7.

Until the land claims are Eﬂt-
tled everyone must»ubid&by—-
the law; e police must
patrol area in sufficient
nuimhears tn ensurs thev da




