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Mr. Roland LaPratte
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Dear Mr. LaPratte: i

This is in response to your letter of October 25, 1995
concerning the situation at Ipperwash Beach. I regret the
delay in responding.

In addressing your comments, it is important to appreciate
thal: Aboriginal peoples were the first inhabitants of Canada.
In the thousands of years before the arrival of Europeans
they had developed a variety of systems of government which
reflected their different cultures and spiritual beliefs, as
well as their particular economic social and geographic
circumstances. Since the arrival of European colonists,
however, Aboriginal peoples have had to struggle against
governmental assimilation policies.
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//H#;J;;n assure you that the federal government does not agree
with the use of illegal activity or violence to achieve
pelitical or social ends. The occupation of the land at
Cammp Ipperwash was by a small group of dissidents and was not
suppcrted by the Chippewas of Kettle and Stony Point First
Nation.

Bboriginal people are subject to laws of general application,
as_are all other Canadians, including the appIlication of the
Criminal Code of Canada. Enforcement of the Code is a
provincial responsibility and, therefore, the approach taken
uring incidents of infractions of the Code, by either //
Aboriginal or Non-Aboriginal individuals, is determinedrggfffxf"
the relevant local police force. PO

Your letter makes reference to my trip to the Chippewas of
Kettle and Stony Point First Nation community on

September 13, 1995. I would like to clarify that on

that occasion, I did not meet with the occupants of
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