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February 19, 19396

Mrs. Mary Lou LaPratte
R.R. #2, P.0O. Box 25
Forest, Ontario
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Dear Mrs. LaPratte:

Thank you wvery much for your most recent letter in which you have
outlined your continuing frustration with the problems arising from
the illegal occupation of Ipperwash Provincial Park.

Since policing falls within provincial jurisdiction, I have
contacted the provincial authorities and I have been assured by the
Ontario Attorney General and Minister Responsible for Native
Affairs, Hon. Charles Harnick, that the safety of the public is an
important priority for the Government of Ontario. Mr., Harnick has
also indicated to me that once the 1llega1 OCQ_EEELDH of Ipperwash
Provincial Park is over and the park 1is returned to provincial
coitfol, the Government of Ontario would be wllllng to begin
dﬁEEﬁEéions with the federal government and the Firt Nation to
address all concermns.

As you may be aware, on January 16, Indian Affairs Minister Ron
Irwin and National Defence Minister David Collenette appointed Mr.
Ralph Brant as the federal negotiator for Camp Ipperwash.
Negotiations between the Kettle and Stony Point First Nation and
the federal government over the land issues at Camp Ipperwash will
proceed as soon Mr. Brant’s mandate is approved by the Cabinet,
which is expected in a matter of days.

In addition, Hon. Rcobert Reid, who was named jointly by the
Ministers as the special federal representative for Camp Ipperwash
in September 1995, has been retained in the process as a special
advisor on the issues and concerns of third parties, and will also
act as a liaison between the third parties and Mr. Brant.
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On February 16, I had the opportunity to meet with Justice Reid, at
which time I conveyed to him the sense of helplessness being
experienced by home- and business-owners in the area. I also
provided Justice Reid with background information dealing with the
experiences of third parties, and government responses, in the wake
of the 1990 Oka crisis.

I have taken the liberty of sending Justice Reid a copy of your
letter as further evidence that residents of the area have reached
their limit of tolerance, and that more creative options must be
put forward.

I am sure that the specific concerns of individuals will bs taken
very seriously by Justice Reid, who would then communicate these
concerns to the federal negotiator.

I urge vyou and others in sgimilar circumstances to maintain

communication links with Justice Reid, and suggest you contact him
at:

£ Hon. ERobert Re1d C

1132 Bay-St Suilte 1401
Toronto, Dntario

M5S 274

Tel.: (416) 365-9320 (0)
(416) 972-0948 (H)

FAX: (416) 972-6416

I agree wholeheartedly with you that there has been a great deal of
frustration on all sides of the Ipperwash issue. However, I also
believe that the stage has finally been set to make significant
progress and resolve all the outstanding issues. We now have an
- opportunity to deo this. :

Yours sincerely,

R o 1

Rose - Marie Ur,
Lambton - Mlddlesex



