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July 11, 1997

Hon. Jane Stewart, P.C., M P.
Minister of Indian Affairs & Northem Development

Room 230, Confederation Building
House of Commons

Dear Jane:

I met on July 8 with two of my constituents, ., Who have

requested that a number of their concerns regarding the West Ipperwash Beach litigation be
conveyed to you. I have also enclosed a copy of a letter from my constituent - Mrs. Mary-Lou
LaPratte; R.R_ #2; Forest, Ontario; NON 1J0 - who has brought up many of the same issues and

concerns. -

My constituents have informed me that on November 12, the Crown will request from the cou /
that the more than 2,000 homeowners involved in the Samia land claim for the Cameron lands
be removed from the lawsuit. While my constituents were wondering why the homeowners of
West Ipperwash Beach were not removed from that particular lawsuit, it is my understanding the
federal government has repeatedly encouraged the Kettle & Stony Point First Nation to release
all the property owners as defendants and deal solely with the Crown, a request which has
unfortunately been refused to this day by the First Nation. I would appreciate it if you could

confirm this set of circumstances.

As I am sure you are aware, two Ontario courts have upheld the validity of the 1927 surrender of
lands by the Kettle & Stony Point First Nation, thereby confirming the title of the 110 - 120
property owners. You may also be aware that the Supreme Court of Canada has agreed to hear
the appeal of the First Nation, a process which could involve years of additional litigation.

As my constituents have legitimately pointed out, since the litigation costs for appeal effcr:@
the First Nation are at least partially borne by the federal government, would it ncut be fair

the same consideration be given to the defendants in this case?

OTTAWA: Room 449 Confederation Bidg., House of Commons, Ottawa, K1A 0AB (513) 947-4581, Fax: 947-4534

STRATHROY: {519) 245.6561, Fax: (519) 2456736, 1-800-586-4614
FETROLIA: (519) BB2-3543, Fax: (519) 882-3561, 1-800-385-1597
TrmrenT sann Cov (519) 5274625, 1-500-585-2640




—_————,

PAMAGe/

2.

I am well aware that the Crown has a “fiduciary responsibility” toward Canada’s First Nations.
However, the question has to be asked, at what point does this fiduciary responsibility become

weapon used by %ﬁﬁm—m’ﬁﬂmﬁbmgm—mﬂﬁpperwash Beach @
homeowners, into financiat rain? T'would appreciate it if you could clarify for me the extent and
1m1tmm1@atmns toward First Nations. More specifically, how much

money has the Government of Canada paid to the Kettle & Stony Point First Nation to defray

the costs of its land claim and law suit litigation, and ho ch more is the federal government
willing to spend in this area? @

I would like to inform you that, due to health reasons, a number of West Ipperwash Beach
homeowners have left their homes, to move into apartments in Sarnia and other communities.
They simply cannot take the stress any [WWWIJWBH‘M!. t is virtually impossible
to sell these homes even though they have depreciated considerably in value. As a result of the
continuing litigation - which has cost the homeowners around $250,000 so far - many of these
people are in severe financial straits, a problem which is compounded by the near impossibility
of securing a loan from financial institutions. o

In closmg, I am convinced that the federal government has a moral responsibility to ofﬂar
-L-‘-_ P

Lakeshﬂre Advance, the Ipperwash residents f{—:el abandoned by their the police
and by the justice system, and with nothing left4g lose, they reﬁ;s_@_s_ul:g;‘ﬂ quietly any longer
to'the widespread lawlessness in the a:ea.w

" —

I am convinced that the residents of West Ipperwash Beach urgently require a positive signal
from the Government of Canada, a signal consisting not only of words, but also a financial
compensation package that will serve to acknowledge the very difficult set of circumstances that
has been thrust upon these law-abiding citizens. /n

I look forward to your reply on these matters, at which time I would be happy to share your
response with my constituents.

Sincerely,

Rose-Marne Ur, M.P.
Lambton-Kent-Middlesex

Encl.

(Dictated by Mrs. Ur and signed in her absence)



