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18 October 1996
Dear Mrs. LaPratte,

Your letter addressed to me at the Department of Indian Affairs was
recently sent on. | had hoped to be able to contact you to discuss the
points you raised during a recent visit to the lpperwash area, but my
schedule did not permit it.

| did meet with a number of residents, and had a long and fruitful meeting
with Mr. Shultz and Dr. Don Galbraith. We discussed a wide range of
topics, including some you raise. You may learn of this discussion through
your involvement in ON FIRE.

| understand your deep concern. The problems residents presently face are
not all of recent origin. They are all rooted to a certain extent in history.
The West Ipperwash Beach litigation arose out of a history of disputes and
incidents over ownership and use of the beach. The occupation of the
former base followed over fifty years of contention between the First
Nation and the Federal Government. Antagonisms which stemmed from
this history are difficult to reduce. The problems tend to exacerbate each
other. It is easy to point a finger, and heap blame on one party or another,
and | understand the urge to do so, but this will not help. There is no snap
answer.



As the Federal Government’s representative, | can deal, or try to deal, only
with problems involving Canada. | have no mandate from Ontario, which is
responsible for policing the area, including the former army base, and
Ipperwash Provincial Park, and | have not been invited by Ontario
toparticipate in the discussions its representative has held. | have no
mandate to deal with the West Ipperwash Beach litigation, although | am
anxious to play a part in attempting to settle it, if asked.

Many people have expressed to me the same distress and concern. | wish |
had the genius to find an answer to the whole complex problem, or even a
component part of it. | speak frankly when | say | don’t think | have ever
been faced with a more complicated set of problems. Every box one opens
contains another box. | look everywhere for answers and help. | believe
the answer lies in cooperation, not confrontation.

You might regard this letter as just one more example of ducking the
issue. | would be sorry if you did, because | am doing my best, and ask
everyone | meet for what help they can give. Neither they nor | have been
able to come up with a single overriding solution. There does not appear

to be one.
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| could not deal in a letter with all the points you raise. If you wish to
meet, | look forward to a discussion, for | learn a great deal that way. If
any thing | say in this letter is erroneous, you could enlighten me.

You mention that the OPP and customs officers “are informing tourists not
to come here it's too dangerous.” | agree that would spoil tourism, but
had been assured that this practice had been discontinued. | would be glad
to know the source of your information, and how recent it is, so that | can
get to the bottom of this.

The drop in real estate value is something that many people have
mentioned. | understand that the successful assessment appeal of West
Ipperwash Beach properties rested on the law suit and the challenge to
your titles it brings. | have not heard of any assessments being lowered
of properties not included in the law suit, and would be glad to have any
information you have on this point.






