R. R. #2
Forest, Ontario
NON 1JO

March 19, 1996

To Whom it May Concern:

I have been asked to write this letter as a full-time resident of West Ipperwash to express
my feelings and concerns with respect to the recent events in that area. There are a number of
events which have affected us, viz., the land claim by the Kettle and Stony Point Band, the take-
over of the former army base and the illegal occupation of the provincial park.

Firstly, since the inception of the land claim, the value of our newly-built home has
dropped drastically. I am certain that we would be unable to find a buyer for our property, were
we interested in selling it, because of the lawsuit and the location. We are constantly under the
strain of not knowing whether land we purchased will ultimately be retained by us. This matter
has now been ongoing since 1992 and there is no end in sight. The recent decision by Justice
Killeen as to the validity of the original Surrender has been appealed by the Band and it will
probably be another two years before this matter is heard in the Court of Appeal.

Due to the take-overs at the base and the park, area residents are concerned regarding
the aggressive actions being taken by the natives. These events have an effect on the natives
living at the Kettle Point Reserve, which surrounds our area on three sides. The other side is
bordered by the lake. We are, therefore, unable to leave our area without going through the
reserve lands. The morning following the shooting at the park, we had great difficulty getting
out of our area to get to work in London due to various roadblocks. On attempting to return to
our home in the evening, we encountered a wall of fire across the highway and several natives
stopping all vehicles. As well, during the many tension-filled weeks following this event, we
were without police protection in our area. I am not certain whether this situation has yet
returned to normal.

We are constantly under numerous clouds of doubt with respect to all these issues, which
makes it difficult to continue with normal day-to-day living. We continue to be optimistic but
we do not foresee any quick resolutions, so our uncertainty will continue indefinitely. I hope this
information gives you some indication as to our situation.

Yours truly,
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