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Mr. Nye Thomas,
Research and Policy,
Ipperwash Inquiry.

Dear Mr. Thomas,
These are my comments regarding the seminar of Mar.8th and 9" with the Chiefs of Ontario.

This was an excellent seminar especially into the areas of most concerns of the various Native
Bands across Ontario. I realize that each separate Band, may have different needs regarding
infrastructure, social programs, health and welfare and economic incentives depending on the
size of the reserve and the number of residents to be serviced. However in the area of Land
Claims, Land Disputes, and resource sharing, I believe that Chief Dr. Dean Jacobs gave the most
informative lecture. I agree with him on many points. All Bands and Councils across this
Province should have a uniform formula and plan on how the response should be in Land
Disputes. There should be a cohesive, centralized approach to these issues recognized by all
Native communities unified in the same ideology. Having this blueprint in place would make it
much easier to educate the people in each of their communities so that everyone understood the
reasons for the undertaking and the approach most viable to be used.

There are many legal avenues to approach all of these issues. Education and knowledge about all
the problems facing each reserve would certainly enhance a more unified undertaking, and
should be started with the interested parties on the reserves themselves. In the climate of today, |
know for a fact that not all Natives on their respective lands have been privileged to receive all
the information to contribute to an informed decision on how to proceed reasonably with an
issue. In the direct case of Kettle and Stony Point, it is obvious that there has been conflict
between the group that occupied the base and the park for over fifty years. This conflict should
have been recognized and resolved within the Kettle Point community as soon as it became
apparent to those concerned.. No one can expect the Government or the Police to resolve an issue
they are totally unaware of. It is no secret at this stage in the ongoing drama at Ipperwash that
those occupying the two areas did so to prevent Kettle and Stony Point from being able to access
that Property. In the case of the West Ipperwash Land Claim, there was also a grave division on
Kettle and Stony Point in which several members of that community stated the Land Claim was
frivolous and a waste of money to pursue. After six years of legal wrangling the surrender was
proven up to the Supreme Court to be valid.. Having said that, the worst case scenario today 1s
the complacency of the Federal and Provincial Governments in dealing with longstanding
grievances. As explained, as soon as negotiations start, a new government is elected and
everyone is back to square one.

Governments and Natives must be willing to sit at the table with the idea of getting the job done






