Feb 7/06
RE 2 Forest Ontario
P.O. Box 25, NON1J0.

Mr. Nye Thomas,
Research and Policy,
Ipperwash Inquiry.

In Regards to the OPP Seminar of Jan.26 and 27.

Dear Mr. Thomas,

I was unable to attend the seminar in person on the above dates. However, I watched the webcast
for both days very carefully. The inter-working relationship between the OPP and the Native
Policing structure has obviously been improved tremendously after years of hard work and
negotiation. Most of the protocols put in place are very advantageous to both. I recognize that
there is still a lot of work to do. Since the Ipperwash Incident is somewhat of the catalyst to
better improve responses to native land issues, [ wish to comment on an area of policy that I did
not see discussed at these meetings.

The problem that evolved afier the takeover of the Base and the Park at Ipperwash was not that
the land had been occupied by the first Nation. It was the subsequent actions of the occupiers, in
relation to residents and tourists in the surrounding areas of the Base and the Park which caused
the concerns and frustrations of those living in the area. The First Nations did not exhibit a
Peaceful Occupation. The Native occupiers on many, many occasions came out of the areas of
the base and the park and committed criminal offenses against innocent homeowners and
tourists. After these incidents, the occupiers returned to the safety of the base and the park
knowing full well that the police would not enter those areas to deal with those committing these
offenses. The police themselves actually left the area of Ipperwash completely after the death of
Dudley George leaving the residents to their own devices on how to protect their property and
person. If the police were called for help at this time, they refused to come, stating that they had
become targets. Without having experienced the fear associated with this abandonment, few
beyond the area of Ipperwash in this Province can even begin to imagine the chaos this produced
in the lives of simple people never exposed before to this type of activity on a daily basis. | had
never in my whole life been through anything that was so profoundly damaging to myself and my
fellow citizens as the situation at Ipperwash, where crime was rampant and there was no one
willing to come into the area and help us deal with it. In regards to the park and base today
almost eleven years later , this situation still exists, where perpetrators of crime followed to the
base or the park, upon reaching the safety of these areas are not charged..

I do not recall this being discussed at the seminar. 1 do not recall that any change in this protocol
or policy is being considered to insure the safety of those who through no fault of their own,
become victims of the native agenda with complete abandonment from police, and government



officials. Colour of Right is an effective tool for the Native Population to bring grievances to the
forefront. Colour of Right must not be used to engage in criminal acts, terrorism or vandalism to
achieve their agenda. It is imperative that in land issues involving the First Nations, that a
mechanism be in place to protect those in the area that have no input or the ability to solve the
problem. Government and Police must be accountable to those they serve, that all involved will
receive fair and unbiased treatment under the law. No one should have to be compromised
mentally, morally, or financially for situations allowed to escalate in which innocent citizens
become victims, with no avenue to have those issues dealt with by any area of authority.

Many residents of Ipperwash suffered immeasurably because they felt that what was happening
to them was condoned by authorities who were too afraid themselves to deal with it. You cannot
allow society to deteriorate to the point that innocent persons are expendable for the sake of a
few. Lack of accurate information also created a grave problem for those living around the
perimeter of the base and the park. Every level of government informed residents that the OPP
were responsible for policing the park and the base. The OPP insisted when questioned on this
point again and again that we had all been misinformed. They would not enter the park or the
base. Police in press releases tried to suppress incidents occurring in the area, at the hands of the
native occupiers, which further inflamed the frustrations and sense of hopelessness in the
residents who were victimized. Accurate communication to all involved or affected by land
issues would have prevented the fear and frustration that permeated the entire area.

The evacuation attempt was a farce after the police were routed out of the area by militant
natives.

Health issues topped the list for those needing medication and oxygen. How could a group such
as the OPP hired to protect and serve abandon persons in ill health after telling them , they would
escort them out? This happened and it was shameful.

In closing, I appreciate all that the OPP have done in relations with the First Nation to date.

I would hope that in the future the lives of innocent persons will be a priority in regards to their
person and possessions. It leaves a very bad taste in the mouth to see and live through a situation
where in the end nothing mattered but the safety of government officials and the police.

Sincerely
Mary-Lou LaPratte (519)243-2689



